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[Cont.] Tourism businesses seek delay in local taxes 

“It may be recalled that in one of the IATF meetings, it was discussed that the DILG would encourage LGUs to defer payment of 
local business taxes, in consideration of dire financial straits of certain businesses,” Puyat said. 
 
“In this regard, we hope that your good office may review the attached requests, and extend any possible assistance to our tourism 
stakeholders as we work towards the recovery of the industry,” she said. 
 
The waiving of corporate and individual taxes for 2020 for accredited tourism stakeholders and the waiving of payments for licenses 
and permits for 2020 and 2021 were among the earlier recommendations of stakeholders to aid the recovery of the industry. 
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The Supreme Court recently approved A.M. No. 20-12-01-SC, or the Proposed Guidelines on the Conduct of Videoconferencing 
(Videoconferencing Guidelines). The conduct of videoconferencing shall be considered as an alternative mode to in-court             
proceedings before the first and second level courts, the Sandiganbayan, the Court of Tax Appeals, and the Court of Appeals.  
 
Videoconference hearings can be fully remote (i.e., none of the participants are physically present in court) or partially remote (i.e., 
at least one of the participants appears physically in court while the others appear from remote locations). Courts shall conduct     
videoconference hearings only through the software or platform authorized by the Supreme Court. 
 
The court may, on its own initiative, order that hearings or proceedings be conducted through videoconferencing in certain instances, 
which include: [a] acts of God, such as typhoons, floods, earthquakes, or other unforeseen events, human-induced events, such as 
fires, strikes, lockdowns, those which limit physical access to the courts, and other instances posing threats to the security and safety 
of the courts and/or personnel; and [b] periods of public emergencies officially declared by the concerned agency of the government. 
 
A party or counsel may request that hearings or proceedings be conducted through videoconferencing in instances which include, but 
are not limited to: [a] the inability or difficulty of a litigant, witness, or counsel to physically appear in court due to security risks in 
his or her transport in going to and from the court, real and apparent danger to his or her life, security, or safety, serious health      
concerns, vulnerability of the witness due to age, physical condition, disability, or the fact that he or she is a victim of a sexual     
offense or domestic violence; [b] when a litigant or witness is an Overseas Filipino Worker or Filipino residing abroad or              
temporarily outside the Philippines; and [c] when a litigant or witness is a non-resident foreign national who, while in the              
Philippines, was involved in any action pending before any court, and would like to appear and/or testify remotely from overseas. 
 
At the beginning of the videoconference hearing, the court shall inform the participants of the protocol for speaking, which includes 
the order in which the participants shall be speaking, procedures for interrupting another participant, raising objections during the 
hearing, conferring privately with counsel, and procedure for alerting the presiding justice or judge of any technical difficulties     
encountered during the hearing. The court shall then require participants at remote locations to pan their cameras across the room to 
demonstrate that they are alone in the room, the windows and doors are closed, and there are no unauthorized means of                 
communication available to them. This is to ensure that there will be no coaching or disturbance that may affect the proceedings. 
 
The proceedings through videoconferencing shall be recorded by the court and shall form part of the records of the case. Litigants 
and their counsel may be allowed to view the recording upon application with and approval of the court. The court stenographer or 
other recorder authorized for the purpose shall, nonetheless, still transcribe stenographic notes to be attached to the records of the 
case. 
 
Orders issued by the court during videoconference hearings shall have the same effect as orders issued in open court for purposes of 
remedies that may be availed of by the litigants. On the same day, the court shall send electronic copies of such orders to the litigants 
and their counsel.  
 
The Videoconferencing Guidelines took effect on January 16, 2021. 
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